
IB Middle Years (MYP) 2024
Aim: To have an overview of assessment and 

reporting in Year 7 -10 (incorporating the MYP)



IB MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME 2024
Workshop on assessment and reporting Year 7-10

Welcome! While you wait, see if you can have a go at these puzzles:
Can you work out the anagrams?

cir gan

and cable

dip nicer pl

iq ire run

acto mic mourn

kit ne rh

ear florin leper

Caring

Balanced

Principled

Inquirer

Communicator

Thinker

Learner Profile



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY



PRAYER





WHY DID WE ADOPTED THE IB?

• Aligns well 
• Internationally recognised
• Global focus 
• Importance of languages 
• MYP is a good preparation for success in 

Diploma Programme (Years 11 and 12)
• Personal Project in Year 10
• Freedom to fit with Australian Curriculum 



MYP / AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM - FRAMEWORK

Describe techniques to separate pure substances from 

mixtures

A i. describe scientific knowledgeMYP

Australian 

Curriculum 



Approaches to Learning 
Deliberate strategies, skills and attitudes 
Linked to IB Learner Profile
Common links to Australian Curriculum General Capabilities and skills in subject areas



Objectives: 
Taken from 
the IB MYP 
Subject 
Guide

Criteria and 
strands being 
covered this 
semester/term

Taken 
from IB 
MYP but 
selected 
for our 
unit

Content –
taken from 
Australian 
Curriculum 
and how we 
are 
covering it 
at Merici

SOI: a 
statement 
that guides 
the learning 
in the unit





What do we mean by assessment?
Formative Assessment: Ongoing learning done in class or at home - aimed 
at providing information to guide teaching and improve student performance

Summative Assessment: Demonstrations of learning aimed at determining 
the competency or level of achievement of a student generally at the end of 
a course of study or a unit of work. At Merici, these are on the unit outlines: 



ASSESSMENT IN THE MYP AIMS TO:
• process feedback on the learning process 
• inform, enhance and improve the teaching process 
• opportunities to exhibit transfer of skills across 

disciplines
• positive student attitudes 
• promote a deep understanding
• critical- and creative-thinking skills 
• reflect the international-mindedness
• Support holistic development



WHAT ABOUT CLASSWORK?

• Formative opportunities to gain feedback 
• Supports learning leading to assessment
• 4 areas on report that focus on ATL’s 

(Approaches to Learning) - Completes class 
and homework.

• Outstanding effort in Awards ceremony
• May be used by classroom teacher to clarify 

decision making about criterion levels



MYP CRITERIA AND STRANDS
• 4 criteria (A,B,C,D)

• Each criteria have multiple strands (i, ii, iii, iv)

• Each criteria have descriptions associated 

(Yr 7 & 8 MYP Year 3 - Year 9 & 10 MYP Year 5)

• Each criteria is marked out of 8

• All criteria are of equal value

(Personal Project and IDU - 3 Criteria)



Descriptions of Learning 
Criterion  A:  Knowing  and  understanding

At the end of year 3, students should be able to: 

i. use a range of terminology in context 

ii. demonstrate  knowledge  and  understanding  of  subject-specific  content  

and  concepts  through descriptions, explanations and examples.

How 
well 
students 
have 
shown 
this

The outcome



MYP ASSESSMENT IS NOT:

• To be averaged

• To be only summative
• Norm-referenced (it does not compare students to each other 

– no ranking)

• Criterion-referenced (students do not need to master all 
strands of specific criteria at lower achievement levels before 
they can be considered to have achieved the next level)

• Split up into decimals (e.g., 4.5).



MYP ASSESSMENT IS:
• Best Fit
• Based on evidence and professional judgement
• Holistic
• Rigorous
• Criterion-related (based on assessment criteria)
• Focused on positive achievement – no negative marking
The highest level of any given criterion does not represent 
perfection.
Assessment requires attention to the most accurate 
demonstration of student performance.



What does feedback look like?
- Immediate checking for understanding 

in class 
- Verbal feedback
- Written comments - Annotations on 

work, summary comments -
recommendations and commendations.

- Rubrics 
- Reports

Timeline for summative tasks:
3 week turn-around after students have 
submitted a summative assessment task.



MYP GRADE BOUNDARIES

Associated descriptions that characterise what a 
students work looks like.

To be used to look at learning holistically in the 
subject group area. 

Not for individual tasks. 



MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION - PHASES

• 4 criteria (A,B,C,D)
• Each criteria have 

multiple strands (i, ii, 
iii, iv)

• Each phase and 
criteria have 
descriptions 
associated.



MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION - PHASES
Year 7 Phase 1 (unless experience is disclosed in admissions process and interviews).

End of Semester 
Year 7 

Opportunity to move to Phase 2.

Year 8 Phase 1 unless demonstrated proficiency at phase 1. Will be taught new 
content, but still at a basic level.

Some students will be at phase 2.

Year 9 Most students should be at phase 2. Some students will have progressed to 
phase 3. There is the opportunity for students to be placed into phase 4. 

Year 10 Students may still be in phase 1 if they have arrived to Merici without any 
language experience, or if they are struggling with language learning. Most 
students will be in phase 2 or 3, with some at phase 4, a few at phase 5 or 6.

End of semester and end of year -
opportunity to move phases.

Stay in the language for 4 years.

There may be some students who 
have strong language skills and 
progress faster, and there may be 
some who take more time. 



Command Terms
“… command terms are embedded in the objectives and 
assessment criteria of each subject area in the MYP. For example:
• in MYP sciences students are expected to “apply scientific 

knowledge and understanding to solve problems”;
• in MYP language A students “compare and contrast works, and 

connect themes across and within genres”;
• in MYP arts students “reflect critically on their own artistic 

development and processes at different stages of their work””







Example: Command Terms



Look at the following:
Categorise the strands into the correct criterion A/B.  

Criterion A Knowing and 

Understanding 

Criterion B Investigating





JIGSAW ACTIVITY
In your table groups you will find an 
envelope.

This contains pieces of a Year 8 rubric.
(We are just looking at Criteria A and B 
for the purpose of this activity).

Your task is to sort the cards so they 
show the progression of learning.
• Best is on the left side, lower 

performance to the right.









Integration of Australian Curriculum to the IB MYP

MYP Grade Australian Curriculum 
Grade Awarded

28-32 A
20-27 B
12-19 C
5-11 D
1-4 E

Boundary MYP Grade
28-32 7
23-27 6
19-23 5
15-18 4
10-14 3
6-9 2
1-5 1



Example of Assessment
What has the student achieved?

M
Y

P
  

/ 
3

2

M
Y

P
  

1
-7

 

A
-

E
 

B

C

C



Other examples of how overall criterion totals 
have been arrived at:



Students with Additional Learning Needs*
● Modified Outcomes (Completely different outcomes written personally for the student)
● Adjusted Assessment (e.g., scaffolding)
● Adjusted Conditions  (e.g., extra time)
*Dependent on individualised learning plan (Personal Plan) in liaison with Inclusive 
Education Coordinator (Mrs Karen Evans)



Students with Additional Learning Needs 

● Accelerated - Subject specific or whole year group - this is indicated 
on the report, rubrics and task sheets

● Phases - Language - indicated on report and rubrics
● Differentiated in classroom

Inclusion policy: https://www.merici.act.edu.au/sites/default/files/IB%20Inclusion%20Policy.pdf

Gifted and Talented

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/sites/default/files/IB%20Inclusion%20Policy.pdf


Reporting

MYP Grade (1-7)Australian 
Curriculum Grade 
(A-E)

Teacher Overall 
Judgement based 
on evidence. Out of 
a possible 32. 

Criterion totals out 
of 8.

ATL’s



NEXT STEPS

• Engage with your child’s unit outline

• Discuss rubrics with your child

• Reinforce it is best fit, not an average

• Snapshot of learning in that moment - does not define students - keep perspective

• Assist your child to reflect on how to improve next time by looking at the rubric and seeing 
where there are gaps, and by looking at teacher feedback

• Contact your child’s teachers if you or they require any assistance in understanding the 
expectations of a task or the assessment of it



Use the support available
PC Teachers 

Classroom Teachers

Math, Science and English Tutoring and 
Language Buddies at school

Studies Coordinators 

House Coordinators

Inclusive Education (the Hub)

Information Centre (teacher-librarians)



QUESTIONS
Thank you for attending this evening. At this point, you are welcome to leave if you do not 
wish to stay for questions.

IB page: https://www.merici.act.edu.au/building-futures/international-baccalaureate
(stay tuned for our new IB website!)

Link to MYP Assessment Policy: https://www.merici.act.edu.au/school-policies/ib-
assessment-policy-middle-years-programme

Elizabeth Chase – Head of IB : Elizabeth.Chase@merici.act.edu.au

Jodie Muldoon – MYP Coordinator: Jodie.Muldoon@merici.act.edu.au

https://www.merici.act.edu.au/building-futures/international-baccalaureate
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/school-policies/ib-assessment-policy-middle-years-programme
https://www.merici.act.edu.au/school-policies/ib-assessment-policy-middle-years-programme
mailto:Elizabeth.Chase@merici.act.edu.au
mailto:Jodie.Muldoon@merici.act.edu.au
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